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Prior to Jan 1957, Roebelen was Chief of Seeur:lty Department
'Cbntral Committee and, in this position, strongly influencod
NVA Political Main’ Administration. In Jan 1957, he got &
réportedly more. important, assignment. $o far, Brig Gen Dickel
hs en carried as Chief of HVA Main Pulitical Administratior. Remains
'toi b6 seen whether Roebelen became his successor or i7 he will have
xert increased part.y 1nﬂuenco ‘on NVA i‘rom poaition within Central
Committee.) »

Approved for

, 25X1
2. Insreased SED Influence ou NVs
.'Gustav Roebolen beeame Crief Political Officer of HVA. Recently,
“some 200 it offipger pusitions .were allegedly newly filled or
ra!‘illed 25X1
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I s ead usted Poroes Giscagy Pagt)
Sl E 1, Tota) Steengia |
Uty R " . . .
\ N T -8, Aec to Tass report of 6 Jan 1953, Soviet Foroes to be
A3 A - Teduced by another 300,000 nen by late 1958, incl 41,000
S N ¢ 7 men stationed in QIR and 17,000 in fungary, o

* Execution of anncunced measure helisved possible.Reasons
for nev reduction in gensrsl ths seme ‘as with reductions
. ‘Announced . dince fall 1955¢ N
- labor,shartage in spite of growing population (surplus
. ©f births). Further decrease of utrength of wer-tins age
classes which will begin directly to affect replacenents
-, for armed farces appr in 1959, By 1961, strength of
* individuel age olaar due.for induction will have decreased
to aeppr 600,000 as compared to more than 2 million at
' present, T -
New weapons with increased s{ficianey require smaller
. number of personnel, vhersas lsbor demand of ermament
“industry increeses contimously,)

Announced new personnal reductions, to a large axtent,
may ba effected within francwork of roorganizetion of

divisions in 1957, which resuited ia surplus tersonnel
fyoe Aseetivatidn of eash ons tank rogt of mecz divs,

further reduction of rifle units, etc. Combat pover of
GSFG units was not affsctod by #eorganisation,

Prior to 30 Dec 1957, following addftional persomnel

. shpmts observed crossing the hordsr = GIR 3 loaded 25X 1
. ‘traine; GIR = USSR 11 loaded traips

(Commopt, ‘ '

Peraonnel exchengs continued sca to schedule, So far,
total of 157 shuttle trains obwapved crossing the borders
Worth noting that mumber of leeded treins GDR « USSR
‘almost tvice the number of truina opposite direction.) \

Duri:nghpt. quarter 1957, offlsers of ground forces dtscharged .
&9 resetve officets becsdse of inefficlensy, lack of politloal -
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(Gogpept.. ' . :
Veasure undoubtedly tc¢ increase reliability of officer corps,
sonposition and attitude of which net pet fully satisfactory,

This was agein apparent on ogeanion of removal of Mershal Zhukoy

as Scviet Defense liinfster. Therefcre, NVA officers %o bs

lude vajor nuaber of former Wehrmeuht officers.
In sddition it may ba planned in view of gufficient

number of replacements and etrengt: of officer corps to aupport
and extend enlargemsnt of reszerve »{filcer corps by repcated,

' somshow motivated diacharges of activs personnsl, Officere

discharged in this connaétior will haws the possibility ic join
the police, recruiting and replecenent offices, GST, trade
organizations eto.) .

' During-first half of Kov 1957, so-oeiled reservist rallies were

held on veekends by several units of ground forces, o which
ox-members of theose units had hsen invited., Raservists wers
infarmed in demonstrations ard lactures on lates of trg

iand weapon techniive in thoir branch of service

Reservist tng plan provides for suoh rellies in add’iion to

annusl exercises of several veoks, |

)kj Gen Hoffmann who has been in loseow for prolonged pericd, was

‘réported at Frunse Acnda? in Sep 1957 end will protebly stay there

until sumer 1958

. t. . :

Almost all info available on Hoffmann®s employment after late 1955
- indlcates that he was detached tc laso: for tng purpeses, He was

also reported as GDR representative to operational staf? of Warsaw

Pacet Forces. For both reasons pussibls that he is stationsd in

- Moscow, )

First internetional military athletip festival to be held batw 23

-and 31 Aug 1958 under motto "Brotherhcod in Arms in Spirit of Wersaw

Pact®, In this comneetion, athletic evarts involving total of appr

2,000-active army sportemsn from USSR, ©

. Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland, Alhania, China s. th Korea
" -%o take place in leipzig, Chemnitz, Hagdeturg ete,

i1, pulesrss

M&&L&@M&Mu

i

i

" In Oct 1957, members of lass and defsrross of 1937wclass inducted
_for tasic military tng . P ~

. Basic military tng was reduced in 1956, nemely for ermy and security
| units from 3 to 2 years, and for air forow and nawy from 4 to 3 ysars,
. Border guard unite still have to serwe 3 yaarse, Number of recruits -
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anmually available: 50,000 - 55,000 rez, Ioduction for teeio militery tng
in Soviet-Bloe countriea affectad ap follows: in USSR, Czechoslovakia
and Sulgeda upon completion af 19 yesrs; in Poland, Hungary and Altania
upon conpletion sf 20 ysars; in Bumania upon completion of 21 years.

_In Yugoslavia, elms of 1936 and 1937-cleassz were imductsd 1z 1957,

.
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Activities of GSFG units still restricted to small-scale tng st or
near post. Ocomsionelly l-day ahseness of AT and RL units. Transfer

. of AAA units for firing practices 1 elms AAA dive
Third and Fourth Gds Mecz Armies :

(Camants Present tng activity merked by departure of dischargees
- and arrival of recruits, Graduil begimning of firing of AAA units
does not correspond to observations in 1956 vhen AAA firing renges
; were suddenly ocoupied by almos’ all AdA divs and other AAA units
in mid-Dec. Delay possibly dus io laisr heyimming of 1957/1958
' persommsl exchange.) B ‘

I1. . GDR

Interior Order
In near future, NCO aspirents allegedly to enlist for 4 yeers
mw'onnprMcmhﬁ ‘

(Coupant; This measurs prodebly due to observation that high tng
lavel and striking power of troops etsentiaily cCepsndent on number
of expsrienced NCOs, Experiences a2 instiructor can be utilised only
- insufficiently when NCOs allowed io terminate rervice simultsansously
vith trainees, i.e¢. after 2 years. Doubtful that measure osn be
effected bacause of possible desretsa of NOO aspirents.)

Annual promoticn of NVA membeis atudying at medicel school-military
section of Greifswald Uriversity allegedly to be discontinusd at
‘begimning of 1957/1958 school term, So fur, students were offiocer
aspirants until Phyeikum (intermediate examination after appr 4 er
'5 swmesters), and were pramoted to rank of csptain after finsl
~ examingtion (Staatsexamen) or 5 study years, In future, promotions
dpendent on satisfactory conduct and scholastic achievements; no
female spplicants admitted |
(Scxmants If correct, info might indicate that mmber of studente
nov enrolled sufficient to overcome atill existing mediel officer

~ shortage.)
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Jul 1957, follcwing mmy unite cbeerved at Kolberg posts neos
: ; po
: m:;ttapm'zgowmmilmrtmtofnpprmOm,‘ IMA.:A
appr ] sngr unit
uni'l“"‘r 2@0’ s - ofapprwo,fnmandlurllndin_g

)

(Comment: Kolberg located in ares 8tb Macs Div

this div, 32d Mecs Regt, 15th Mort Regt, u/i Engiugnml;n')hi ﬁty
. Regt stationed at Kolbers, U/imedMAchtinKolbu'gbolimto
~belong to 16th Army AAA Div {Hq Kosslin), Polih air landing or

parachute units so far not defiaitely identified, Howaver vague

Indtcations of such spectal units (1951 Kolberg) aveilable,

um::o :1:: nﬂfioatu mu::.:: s ;ng . e olish
e o Loates m)o " such wnits, Organisation and

- Order of Battls

" Reorganisation of liungarhn Amy procseds slowly. Severel orgsnt
jonal cadres activated, Imduetion of Tecruits gs aw.oAt 1.::'

~ ¢lus of 1936-class due for induction in the fall of 1956 inducted

- in the spring of 1957, while 1937-olass or at lsast elms were

..mbdmc&om.inhhﬁulm ‘

~ In late Jun 1957, field exercisa of soverel daye in aves
involved 2.3 Hungarisn units at regt swf'&n.?‘ﬁ;m inel
appr 30 T-3/s with Hungsrian orevs, -5 partly horse-drawn batteries
incl AT guns, morts, 37-|-Mgunaamumchimgwn and
5 rifle oos, 3 of wich loaded on 10.12 trucks {each 30 men)

Reorganization of Fumgerian irmy still under
does not yet allovw fimal conclusion as t0 . its st " m
armanent., equipment ard date of readiness for suployment. emum.:
of tanks with Hungarien units indicates improved tng level. Un-
determined 1f thesa hv weapons allotted to Hungarisns at frse

. ’MUMTAJJ for tng purposes under Soviet control,

{

i
H
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Since 18 Dec 1957, Firow airfield has been ocuugied by a flyirg

unit with 28 I1-28s observed e¢n 3 Jan 1958 25X1

On Z/TIZngfW, take-of{ and lamding' rraciices were continucusly 25X 1
e : ‘

mad

T Lo {Comment; ' The arrival of about 1,000 growné personnel during

e . ; the eecond half of Nov 1957 erd trisl landings indicated the

P expected occupation by a flying unit. Aceord to prev observations,

1 'L 7 ‘the newly arrived unit is a bomber reginart whose erigin is

R ‘ stil) unknown, There are some indicctions that 1t 4s one of the

2 Bmr Regte from Werneuchen. This tramsfer would agree with the
needed dispersal of sirecraft and troops. No shipments were cbserved

i © . in connection with the arrivel at Finew of ground elements.

L o Usually, short-distant transfers arve made by road,)

Since 12 Dec 1957, 4 radio trucks with 2 Knifereste and an
anterna of u/i type, with 40 NVA/L men headed by a first lieutenant,

’obaerve‘d at Neuhardenberg airfield, #00 neters north of runway 25X1

{Compent: Occupation by flying unit not yet determined. The
establishment of a radic station may be the first indication
of expected occupation,)

R 2, Commapd and Traicing of Troops' ‘
‘  Afr activity by Twenty-Fourth Air Army continued to be moderate

and, depending on weather conditiciz, mainly iimited to instruction
flights and short locsl flights by nawly arrived pilots.

3. lLogistics

Accord to observeticns of Nov 1957, concreting work was done

S on a 12-15 km long strip of the Berlin-Nuernterg autobahn south

L of Dessau, referrsd to as Remnstresie (5140 N / 1212 E) s extending
o from Koeckern west of Bitterfeld to the north. The whole width

of the strip was concreted with a white strire indicating the
middle. Two or 3 bridges at intervais of about 4 km cross the strip.

{Comment: The strip was improved as auxiliary take-off and
landing strips-as noticed on other autobahns, ) o

‘ : 1107 Rodand |

b location of Trogps - .
: . In early.Dec 1957, 15420 Jet aircraft of u/i mticnality were parkad

at edge of wood on Gollnow-Marsdorf (5335 ¥ / 1455 E) airfieldpu

¥

¢

25X1

R
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. ; Gollnow-Marsdorf airfield is believed to be sccupled by
Ll - a Polish fighter regiment with MiG-15s which presumably came from
L . Simmatsig (5347 W, /1551 E).)

x
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" Determined in Nov 1957 that direct connections between GST and FOJ and/or
Spg-tgdalnnchlaften to be discontinmed, while direct connections with

SERQ and combet groups to be established and new messures under way

coneerning reorganization of. GST "on badis of military diseipline 25X1
w@,ln presant situation, this may add up to following: ideological

, 1 political indoctrination in future exclusively by SED, influence of
which on filling of positions may have increased. Otherwise GST structure
xiot%}uftm,d.: "Basic units” which are being reorganized on combat group
ﬁz&erp may be employed in case of emergency with and under direction of

path ‘ .
_ thelatter, At Kreis level and above, DVP in ‘ 25X1
]

B MT tng conducted ace to directives by Central
ecretariat and thus ace to orders by Ministry for National

fﬁpﬁznso, ‘rather than jointly with combat groups.)

" Durfng last 2.5 months, members of combat groupe incl entire squads
o a’hdf 'Platoons were repeatedly trained on weapons, vehicles and equipnent :
".,of ‘AMA uniite in Gross Berlin area ] 25X1
R bl - ' . i \ - ‘
‘ W Within framework of further improvement of home air defense,

apparently planned to rely on combat groure to certain extent.)

Vi o
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